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although smoking and p r o b l e m  dri n k i n g  get more atten t i o n  in 
clinical p r a c t i c e  and h e a l t h  policy, o b e s i t y  has a stronger 
asso c i a t i o n  w i t h  increased spending on h e a l t h  care and chronic 
conditions such as d iabetes and hypertension. O b esity doubled 
in the n i n e t i e s  to about 23 p e r c e n t  of the adults and, 
basically, the report indicated t hat ov e r w e i g h t  folks caused 
more... c o s t s  more to the state than do smokers. So I t h i n k  it's 
a little unfa i r  to say that we're just simp l y  r e c o u p i n g  our 
health c o s t s . I d o n 't ...1 d o n 11 bu y  i t . Part of the argument 
in favor of this bill is that we n e e d  to c urb s m oking b y  youth, 
and some of the studies I have i ndicate that y o u t h  s m oking has 
a ctually decreased. But does it seem right to t ax a particular 
group in order to d i ctate or control their behav i o r ?  I think 
that if we ' r e  go i n g  to c o n t r i l ... control yo u t h  smoking, we 
should do it directly. Y ou know, we should dema n d  penalties 
perhaps on re tailers for selling it, or repe a t  sales to minors, 
or even ma y b e  increase, even I know we've e x p r e s s e d  a reluctance 
in doing  this, increase the penal t i e s  on m i n o r s  to do this. But 
it just seems to be k ind of u n f a i r  that w e ' r e  t a x i n g  to 
indirectly when we could a ctually control d i r e c t l y  the behavior. 
One other t h i n g  I wan t e d  to mention, S e nator B r o m m  aske d wh y  are 
we d o i n g  s uch a large increase? An d  I say that the rea s o n  we 
are d o i n g  this is b e cause it is p o l i t i c a l l y  popular. Only a 
small segment of society smokes, and the study i nd ic a t e d  that 
70 p e r cent of N e b r askans favor such tax. Well, n o b o d y  wants to 
raise any ta x  bu t  this seems to be the most poli t i c a l l y  
favorable ta x  to raise. But I think t h at  any time you' r e  basing 
a s i gnificant p o rtion of the state's budg e t  on a d e c r easin g 
source of revenue, t hen I th i n k  we've m ade the w r o n g  choice.
And I d o n ' t  support this. I think 50 cents is too much. I
think that we're asking one small segment of our s o ciety to take 
too big of a b u r d e n  of our budg e t  problems. T h a n k  you.

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: Mr. Clerk, items for the record.

CLERK: Mr. President, your Commi t t e e  on E n r o l l m e n t  and Review
reports t h e y ' v e  e xamined and rev i e w e d  LB 1309 and recom m e n d  that 
same be p l a c e d  on Select File; LB 898 and LB 898A, all on Select 
File. I have amendments to be p r i n t e d  to LB 276, and a motion 
to be p r i n t e d  to LB 946. Th ose will be printed. New
resolutions, LR 327 by S e nator...or LR 326, excuse me, by
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